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Preface

Congratulations on completing your urban design thesis! The journey you embarked on
to explore and shape the urban environment is a significant accomplishment. As you
now stand at the threshold of a new chapter in your professional life, it's crucial to recog-
nize the abundance of resources and opportunities that await you.

This ebook aims to be your guide, providing valuable insights and practical advice on
what lies beyond the completion of your thesis. It delves into various avenues you can
explore to further your career, expand your knowledge, and make a positive impact on
the urban landscape. By tapping into these resources, you can continue to grow as a
professional, contribute to meaningful projects, and carve your path in the field of urban
design.

Within these pages, you will find a wealth of information. We begin by reflecting on your
urban design thesis, encouraging you to revisit the knowledge gained and identify areas
of interest for specialization. We then delve into the realm of academia, exploring oppor-
tunities for further education and collaboration with research centers.

We hope this ebook serves as a valuable resource, equipping you with the necessary
knowledge, inspiration, and practical advice to thrive after completing your urban
design thesis. May it empower you to shape our urban environments and create spaces
that enrich the lives of communities around the world.

Wishing you success and fulfillment in your urban design endeavors.

This ebook aims to be your guide, providing valuable insights and practical advice
on what lies beyond the completion of your thesis.

We explore ways to collaborate with NGOs, engage in advocacy efforts, and

volunteer for community-led initiatives.

With determination, dedication, and a commitment to lifelong learning, you will
unlock a world of possibilities in the realm of urban design.
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7 Reflecting on Your
 Urban Design Thesis
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Reviewing your thesis findings and key insights

Reflecting on your urban design thesis is crucial as it allows you to gain a deeper understanding
of your work and its implications. Take the time to review your findings and key insights,
identifying the main takeaways and lessons learned. This reflection strengthens your

knowledge and equips you to contribute to future projects in urban design.

e Identifying areas of interest and specialization
Discovering your passions within urban design is essential for finding fulfilment in your
professional journey. Guide readers to explore different aspects of urban design and identify
their areas of interest. Emphasize the significance of finding a niche, as specializing in a specific

area enhances your expertise and opens unique opportunities.

G Leveraging your thesis work for future opportunities

Your urban design thesis serves as a foundation for future endeavors. Demonstrate how the
research, methodologies, and findings can be applied to real-world urban design challenges.
Provide tips on effectively showcasing the thesis in portfolios and applications, emphasizing
the relevance and impact of the work. By leveraging your thesis, you can enhance your
professional opportunities and make a lasting impression on potential employers or academic

institutions.
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In the context of identifying areas of interest and specialization
within urban design, there are various research areas that readers
can explore. Some of these areas include:

Sustainable Architecture and Design

Urban Planning and Development

Transportation and Mobility

Public Space Design

Historic Preservation and Adaptive Reuse

Landscape Architecture and Urban Greening

Resilient and Climate-Responsive Design

Social Equity and Affordable Housing
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e Academic Resources

Unlock limitless opportunities for education and growth in
urban design through academic resources, including graduate

programs, scholarships, collaborations, and conferences.

e Pursuing further education and advanced degrees

Embark on a journey of knowledge and expertise by considering graduate programs in urban
design or related disciplines. Discover the wide array of programs available and their specific
areas of specialization. From sustainable urban development to landscape architecture, delve
into the details of each program, its curriculum, faculty expertise, and alumni achievements.
Guide readers in researching and selecting the right program that aligns with their academic

and career aspirations.

Q Researching scholarships, grants, and funding opportunities
Financial resources should not be a barrier to pursuing further education. Equip readers with
valuable information on scholarships, grants, and funding options specifically tailored for urban
design students. Provide them with platforms and resources to explore opportunities, and offer
guidance on the application process. Share tips and strategies for securing scholarships,
emphasizing the importance of early research and thorough preparation. Here are a few
research scholarships in the field of urban design from around the world, along with the

organizations that grant them:

Some Research scholarships in the field of urban design

| Bl The Fulbright Foreign Student Program (United States)

2. The Erasmus Mundus Joint Master Degree in Urban Studies (European Union)

EH The Commonwealth Scholarships for Master's and PhD Studies (Commonwealth Countries)

4., The Chevening Scholarships (United Kingdom)

|o¥ The Asian Development Bank-Japan Scholarship Program

URBAN DESIGN LAB Page | 03



LKL

@ AN s
TN L
= M - Vo= W
= 5 il il = SIe=E
1=k : sl = |I=|E
= HE=e i 5 L o/l = == |E i
Il g:E u} a u] u] u] = g:-E u] o
:37 C E o I i N I’ E E -37 o i
| o o TIE -|l I 0
| | 1 1
uuuuuuu 1 u} g o i, . o o SEECEED 1 u] g
SSSSSSSE o ogc 2 o o Scooooo o ogooo
DDDDDDD i f B g ST oo
Il I -

Collaborating with academic institutions and research centers

Collaborating with academic institutions and research centers offers invaluable opportunities
to enrich your educational journey. Working as a teaching or research assistant provides
practical experience, mentorship relationships, and expands professional networks. Guide
readers on finding and applying for these positions, including crafting effective resumes and
cover letters. Additionally, emphasize the transformative benefits of attending conferences and
workshops, such as exposure to cutting-edge research, networking with experts, and
presenting your own work. Share practical tips on finding relevant events through online
resources, professional associations, and academic networks. By leveraging these academic
resources, readers can deepen their expertise, broaden their horizons, and foster personal and
professional growth in the field of urban design.

Some Conferences and Workshops in the field of urban design

i i
|l International Urban Design Conference a e a L

-

. 1 4 (o LB
2. Congress for the New Urbanism (CNU) | mﬂ ,QH(L

KW Urbanism Next Conference

4., International Making Cities Livable Conference

oW Walk21 Conference A

6. Smart Cities Expo World Congress

gAl Future of Places Conference

8. CityLab Summit
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* Professional Opportunities

Explore urban design opportunities in firms, freelancing, and
consulting. Enhance your portfolio, network, build your brand
online, and attract clients. Elevate your career with expert

guidance.

e Joining an urban design firm or consultancy

Embark on a journey of knowledge and expertise by considering graduate programs in urban
design or related disciplines. Discover the wide array of programs available and their specific
areas of specialization. From sustainable urban development to landscape architecture, delve
into the details of each program, its curriculum, faculty expertise, and alumni achievements.
Guide readers in researching and selecting the right program that aligns with their academic

and career aspirations.

Preparing your portfolio and resume

Creating a professional portfolio is essential

for showcasing your urban design skills and

projects. This section provides guidance on

curating a strong portfolio that highlights

your expertise and accomplishments.
Additionally, it offers tips for crafting a tailored
resume that effectively communicates your

qualifications and experience for urban

design roles.

Networking and reaching out to potential employers

Networking is a valuable tool for accessing professional opportunities in the urban design field.
This part provides strategies for building a robust professional network and making meaningful
connections. It offers advice on attending industry events, utilizing online platforms, and
approaching potential employers. It emphasizes the importance of leaving a positive and

memorable impression during networking interactions.
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Freelancing and independent consulting

Collaborating with academic institutions and research centers offers invaluable opportunities.
As a teaching or research assistant, you gain practical experience, mentorship, and expand
professional networks. Guide readers on finding and applying for these positions effectively.
Attending conferences and workshops provides transformative benefits like exposure to
cutting-edge research, networking, and presenting your work. Share practical tips for finding
relevant events through online resources, associations, and networks. Leverage these

academic resources for personal and professional growth in urban design.

Establishing your brand and online presence

As a freelancer or independent consultant, establishing
a strong personal brand is essential. This section guides
readers in developing a distinct brand identity that

aligns with their expertise and values. It provides tips

for creating an impactful online presence through the

use of websites, social media, and other digital
platforms. Stand out in the industry and attract clients
with a compelling brand that showcases your unique

skills and offerings.

Marketing your services to clients and municipalities

Effectively marketing your services is crucial for attracting clients and securing projects. This
part offers marketing strategies tailored to freelancers and independent consultants in the
urban design industry. It covers techniques for attracting clients, approaching municipalities
for projects, and effectively communicating the value of your services. Additionally, it provides

insights on effective communication and proposal writing to enhance your chances of success.
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Non-profit and Community
d Engagement

9 Working with non-profit organizations

Engage in community development projects and foster the importance of community
involvement in urban design. Explore examples of non-profit organizations dedicated to urban

development. Get involved in advocacy and urban revitalization initiatives, and discover how to

effectively engage in advocacy work. Gain valuable tips for participating in urban revitalization
projects and making a positive impact.

e Volunteering for urban design initiatives

Join community-led urban design projects and experience the benefits of volunteering in
grassroots initiatives. Discover resources to find local urban design projects and contribute to
the betterment of your community. Collaborate with local stakeholders and residents,
emphasizing the significance of community collaboration in urban design. Gain insights into
effective community engagement and partnership strategies.
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d International Opportunities

Exploring opportunities abroad

Embark on an international urban design journey by researching programs and institutions
worldwide. Discover resources for finding international study programs and the benefits of
studying abroad in urban design. Uncover opportunities for grants and fellowships that

support international projects and gain guidance on preparing competitive applications.

e Working with international organizations

Collaborate with NGOs and international development agencies to make a global impact in
urban design. Explore the role of these organizations in shaping urban environments and gain
insights on engaging with them effectively. Navigate cross-cultural collaborations in urban

design with practical tips and explore the benefits and challenges of working on global
projects.
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Entrepreneurship and
Innovation

Q Starting your own urban design practice

Embark on the journey of starting your own urban design practice by developing a
comprehensive business plan and financial strategy. Receive guidance on creating a business
plan tailored to the field of urban design, while also exploring important financial
considerations and funding options. Understand the legal and regulatory requirements
involved in establishing an urban design business and access resources that provide insights

into regulations and permits.
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e Incorporating technology and innovation

Embrace the power of technology and innovation in the field of urban design. Explore a wide
range of digital tools and software specifically designed for urban design professionals. Discuss
the latest technological advancements and their applications in urban design, accompanied
by practical examples of software and tools. Discover the potential of data analytics and
visualization in decision-making processes, and receive guidance on incorporating data-driven

approaches into urban design projects.
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7 Continued Learning and
d Professional Development

6 Staying updated on industry trends and best practices

Stay ahead of the curve by subscribing to relevant publications and journals in the field of
urban design. Access a curated list of recommended publications and journals that provide
valuable insights into industry trends. Receive guidance on how to stay informed about the
latest advancements and best practices in urban design. Explore opportunities for professional
growth through participation in webinars and workshops, and access resources that help you
find relevant events in the field. Emphasize the importance of continuous learning and

professional development for staying competitive in the industry.
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e Joining professional associations and networks

Unlock a world of benefits by joining professional associations in urban design. Discuss the
advantages of networking and collaboration that come with membership in these
associations. Highlight the networking opportunities and potential for collaboration with fellow
professionals. Explore the benefits of attending industry conferences and events, including
exposure to cutting-edge ideas and the chance to connect with industry leaders. Provide
practical tips for maximizing the value of conference participation and leveraging professional

networks for personal and career growth.
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8 Gey your thesis Published!
 UDL Thesis Publication

The Urban Design Lab thesis publication showcases
innovative design and research projects in urban design,
landscape, architecture, and planning. It promotes global
trends, providing insights for academic and professional
communities, fostering creativity and innovation.

‘ ‘ Call for Submissions

Get your thesis project published ! UDL Thesis Publication 2023 is Calling
for Submissions from Under-graduate and Post-graduate Students.

‘ ‘ Eligibility

You qualify to submit if your thesis, either under-graduate or
post-graduate, is related to the mentioned themes and was submitted
within the past 5 years.

‘ ‘ Publication

The book will publish 40 best thesis, evaluated by the panel of expert
jurors, and will be assigned an ISSN for easy identification and access.

.
PUBLICATION BENIFITS

CERTIFICATION

r ONORABLE MENTION
N

4., HONORABLE MENTIONS

5. GLOBAL OUTREACH [SY] RECOGNITION OF ACHIEVEMENT
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PUBLICATION THEMES

URBAN RENEWAL URBAN LANDSCAPES

Conservation, revitalization, and heritage Management of the natural and built
revival of urban areas. environment in urban areas.

URBAN MANAGEMENT URBAN NETWORKS

Physical, social, economic and Connectivity, linkages, transit and mobility
infrastructure management of urban areas. within and between urban areas.

IMPORTANT DATES

15/07/2023

Registration closes

31/07/2023

Announcement of results

26/08/2023

Online Thesis Seminar

31/12/2023

15TH MAY, 2023 . .
Publication of the book
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