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Thesis to Portfolio: A Step-by-Step Guide to
Convert Academic Work into a Professional

Thesis to Portfolio: A Step-by-Step Guide to Convert Academic
Work into a Professional Portfolio is a practical and design-
focused guide for architecture, urban design, and planning
graduates seeking to transform their academic thesis into
a compelling professional portfolio. From content curation
and visual storytelling to formatting, tailoring, and exporting,
this book provides clear strategies and global best practices
to help young designers communicate their work with

precision, clarity, and purpose.



Preface

In architectural and design education, the thesis represents a culmination
of intellectual inquiry, spatial experimentation, and design maturity. Yet,
once the jury is over and the panels are dismantled, many students find
themselves facing a critical yet often overlooked challenge: how to translate
an academically rigorous thesis into a professional portfolio that speaks
to real-world audiences—employers, graduate schools, clients, or juries.

Thesis to Portfolio is designed as a structured, actionable guide for
emerging architects, urban designers, landscape planners, and spatial
thinkers navigating the transition from academia to professional
practice. It equips students with the tools to curate content, refine visual
hierarchy, frame design intent, and adapt portfolios for diverse career
pathways—whether entering the workforce, applying to international
graduate programs, or submitting to global design competitions.

Bridging academic depth with professional clarity, this guide emphasizes
strategic communication, tailored presentation, and editorial precision. It
invites readers to view their thesis not as an endpoint, but as a foundation—
one that, when articulated effectively, can open doors to future opportunities.

We hope this book empowers graduates to present their work not only as a
record of what they have done, but as a vision of the designer they aspire to
become.
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Understanding the Portfolio Mindset

From Comprehensive Documentation to Strategic Communication

In the realm of architectural education, the undergraduate or postgraduate design thesis serves as a
culminating academic exercise—intellectually rigorous, process-driven, and often exploratory in nature.
However, once the thesis is completed and presented within the academic studio or jury framework, the
challenge emerges: How does one translate this expansive, nuanced body of work into a concise,
compelling, and professionally relevant portfolio?

This chapter lays the foundation for making that transition—by developing what we term the “portfolio
mindset.” This mindset is essential for recent graduates seeking to position themselves within the competitive
landscape of professional practice, higher education, or design entrepreneurship.

“Your thesis is the story of how you explored architecture.
Your portfolio is the story of how you can practice it

Academic Thesis vs. Professional Portfolio

Academic Thesis Professional Portfolio

Structured for academic critique by faculty, jurors, |Curated for hiring managers, firm principals,

and reviewers graduate school committees, or clients
Emphasizes methodological depth, iterative Emphasizes design clarity, synthesized thinking,
process, and theoretical grounding real-world applicability, and measurable outcomes
Composed of extensive drawings, diagrams, Composed of 15-30 pages of strategically
narratives, data, and citations—often exceeding selected content, with tight narrative arcs and

100 sheets visual hierarchy

Prioritizes design impact, user relevance,
constructional thinking, and innovation within
built or conceptual parameters

Prioritizes research, site analysis, contextual
frameworks, and procedural development

URBAN DESIGN LAB
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Shifting the Narrative: From Evaluators to Employers

A fundamental recalibration is required. In the academic thesis, the primary audience is the pedagogical
jury—a panel of professors and invited experts who assess your process, conceptual maturity, and
theoretical integration. In contrast, a portfolio must address decision-makers in the professional domain:
architectural practice leads, urban planning agencies, competition juries, admissions officers, or clients.

Their expectations are distinct:
1. Academic jurors seek rigour, originality of inquiry, and alignment with curriculum frameworks.

2. Employers and graduate committees seek clarity of thought, aesthetic sensibility, ability to resolve
complexity, and—critically—evidence of design leadership and execution potential.

Developing the Portfolio Mindset

To adopt a portfolio mindset is to approach your thesis with editorial precision and strategic storytelling. It
requires asking:

Which parts of my thesis demonstrate problem-solving within urban or architectural constraints?
2. Which sheets, drawings, or narratives reflect innovation, user-centric design, or environmental
responsiveness?
3. How do I present complexity without overwhelming the reader?
What will differentiate my portfolio in a competitive field of applicants or job-seekers?

This mindset moves you from exhaustive documentation to curated communication. It reframes

your thesis not as an end-point, but as a launchpad—one that articulates your design ethos, technical
competence, and spatial imagination.

URBAN DESIGN LAB 07
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Common Misconceptions That Undermine Portfolio Effectiveness

Despite completing an extensive thesis process, many architecture and design graduates unknowingly carry
forward assumptions that hinder the development of an effective portfolio. These misconceptions are often
rooted in the academic culture of exhaustive documentation, over-justification, and a desire to preserve
every element of hard-won work. However, professional communication demands a shift—from inclusion to
intention, from volume to value.

Below is a curated list of five common misconceptions and their corresponding mindset corrections. These
will serve as guiding principles as you begin the process of content curation, layout design, and audience

alignment:

Common Misconception Portfolio-Alighed Mindset

Less is more. Curate with clarity, and select only
what advances your narrative.

| must include everything | produced.

Clarity is credibility. Use precise, accessible

Academic language sounds more impressive. language to communicate complex ideas
effectively.
Climate charts, SWOTSs, and sun-path diagrams Only include them if they directly inform or
are mandatory. influence your design decisions.

Include only those iterations that demonstrate

Every design iteration should be shown. . " - .
clear progression or critical decision-making.

My thesis document already functions as a A thesis is a comprehensive archive; a portfolio
portfolio. is a selectively crafted communication tool.

Why This Matters:

Understanding these distinctions is crucial not just for presentation aesthetics, but for how your work is
interpreted by employers, graduate school evaluators, and competition juries. The ability to discern what to
show—and why—is a hallmark of professional maturity.

By eliminating these misconceptions early, you pave the way for a portfolio that is not only visually
compelling, but strategically positioned, goal-oriented, and architecturally articulate.

URBAN DESIGN LAB
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02 Audit and Curate

From Design Archive to Curated Narrative

In architectural education, the thesis project is an expansive intellectual and design endeavor. It represents

a synthesis of theoretical inquiry, site-specific investigation, iterative design experimentation, and
comprehensive visual representation. While this breadth is essential in an academic context, the demands of
a professional portfolio call for strategic curation—a process grounded in editorial discernment, narrative
intent, and representational clarity.

This chapter provides a systematic methodology for conducting a thesis audit—a process of extracting,
evaluating, and restructuring your content to suit professional, academic, or client-oriented portfolio needs.

Step 1: Conduct a Comprehensive Thesis Content Audit

Begin by assembling all your thesis assets in their raw form—this includes:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Conceptual frameworks and vision statements

Iterative process sketches, physical models

Analytical overlays (site analysis, urban morphology, program mapping)
Technical documentation (plans, sections, elevations, construction details)
Visualization outputs (renderings, perspectives, exploded axonometric diagrams)
Diagrams representing data, systems, or environmental response

Research and literature review excerpts

Think of this as your content universe—an unfiltered collection from which you will later extract only the
most purposeful material.

———————————————— Raw thesis material (100+ sheets)

—————————————————————— Evaluated and grouped (Folders A, B, C)

Final curated content (15-30 portfolio pages)

URBAN DESIGN LAB 09



Step 2: Organize Into Three Evaluation Folders

Once your content is compiled, the next critical move is to segregate and assess each artifact through the lens
of narrative strength, spatial clarity, and representational value. The goal is to distill the architectural essence
of your thesis while discarding redundant or academically confined material.

You will classify all content into the following three folders—this triage system helps you establish an editorial
hierarchy and a sharper authorial voice.

Folder A: Essential

Typical Inclusions:
1. Design Intent or Manifesto Page
A succinct statement articulating your architectural vision, key questions, and philosophical grounding.

2. Key Conceptual Diagrams
Massing evolution, zoning overlays, circulation strategy, site forces, programmatic logic—preferably
annotated and color-coded for legibility.

3. Master Plan or Annotated Site Plan
Scaled and layered drawings that show the full extent of your intervention: open space logic, access hierarchy,
functional distribution, and built form articulation.

4, Signature Sections and Spatial Sequences
Sections that reveal vertical logic, landscape interface, or sectional porosity. Consider including inhabited
sections or programmatic slices.

5. Exploded Axonometric Views
Particularly if your thesis involved structural layering, modularity, tectonics, or systemic integration.

6. Experiential Renders or Perspectives
Preferably atmospheric, human-scale views that communicate materiality, use, and spatial ambience.

7. Urban/Systemic Diagrams
If applicable: diagrams showing transportation integration, ecological flows, water management, public
infrastructure, or social interface strategies.

URBAN DESIGN LAB
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Folder B: Maybe

This folder is for supportive or contextual content. These are sheets that enrich the background or process
but may not directly advance the portfolio’s core design narrative. However, they can be highly valuable for
tailoring your portfolio to specific fields—such as environmental design, academic research, or public policy.

Typical Inclusions:

1. Environmental Performance Diagrams

Solar orientation studies, CFD airflow simulations, thermal zoning—if visually legible and tied to design
strategy.

2. Typological Studies and Precedent Analyses
Comparative matrices, spatial taxonomies, or analogical diagrams that inspired your intervention.

3. Design Iteration Panels
Conceptual transformations, massing evolution timelines, site layout alternatives—especially when

supported by rationale.

4, GIS-Based Layers or Policy Overlays
Mapping exercises that influenced your zoning, demographics, land use, or accessibility plans.

5. Material or Tectonic Explorations
Physical model photos, exploded wall sections, construction logic, facade articulation.

6. Simulation Outputs or Workflow Diagrams
Especially if applying to computational design or parametric modeling programs.

7. Program Briefs or Spatial Adjacency Matrices
Particularly if you're emphasizing functional logic or user-centered planning.

Folder C: Discard

This folder contains content that, although part of your thesis journey, is unsuitable for professional portfolio
use. This might be due to redundancy, poor resolution, low narrative value, or lack of visual hierarchy.
Including such sheets can undermine the portfolio’s clarity and sophistication.

URBAN DESIGN LAB M



Typical Discards:
1. Raw Data, Charts, and Climate Graphs
Especially if unrelated to your intervention. E.g., sun path diagrams not tied to built form orientation.

2. Poor Resolution Sheets or Misaligned Layouts
Blurry exports, skewed renders, inconsistent font usage, or cluttered composition.

3. Theoretical Essays or Literature Reviews (Unvisualized)
Long paragraphs without architectural expression are often skipped by reviewers.

4. Generic or Repetitive Content
E.g., multiple SWOT analyses, site photos without annotation, redundant diagrams showing the same idea.

5. Unjustified Options or Alternatives
Multiple massing or layout options with no conclusion can imply indecisiveness.

6. Unedited Studio Jargon or Presentation Language
Slides that were meant for internal jury use, not for public-facing documents.

Evaluation Folder Grid

Folder A: Essential Folder B: Maybe Folder C: Discard

Concept Diagrams Typology Studies Climate Graphs

Master Plan Material Board Unused Options

Key Sections Design Evolution Poor-Res Slides

URBAN DESIGN LAB



L
03 Rewriting Your Design Intent

From Theoretical Discourse to Clear, Compelling Narrative

In architectural academia, students are encouraged to develop complex arguments supported by theoretical
frameworks, socio-spatial critique, and layered contextual analysis. While this is critical for studio reviews and
academic rigor, such language often becomes inaccessible or irrelevant in professional portfolios.

In the professional realm—whether you're applying to a firm, submitting to a competition, or presenting to a
non-academic audience—clarity trumps complexity. You need to convey purpose, process, and impact with
precision and brevity. This chapter helps you transform your academically verbose thesis language into sharp,
digestible narrative content for your portfolio.

Objective: Design Communication, Not Obfuscation

The aim here is not to dilute your design thinking, but to translate it. Rewriting your design intent for a
portfolio means:

Articulating your project’s core idea in plain yet powerful terms

Removing redundant theoretical jargon

Highlighting the real-world value of your intervention

Enabling non-specialists (employers, clients, urban stakeholders) to instantly grasp your design purpose

el O

From Academic to Professional: Rewriting Strategy

Let's begin with a real-world example.

X Academic Version:

“The project critically examines socio-ecological vulnerabilities through a hybrid urban morphology lens
that synthesizes hydrological systems, informal densities, and participatory frameworks.”

While accurate in an academic context, this version:
1. Uses dense and abstract vocabulary

2. Lacks specificity of place or users
3. Buries the design action in theoretical phrasing

URBAN DESIGN LAB 13



/ Portfolio Version:

“The project transforms a flood-prone informal settlement into a resilient neighborhood by integrating
public infrastructure with community-led open spaces and ecological water management systems.”

While accurate in an academic context, this version:
1. Clear and impact-driven

2. Shows who benefits and how
3, Contains key design moves and outcomes

Refine Your Language: Jargon to Clarity

One of the most common barriers for architecture and urban planning graduates transitioning from
academic work to professional portfolios is the overuse of theoretical or discipline-specific jargon. While
such terminology is valued in design studios, thesis reviews, and academic publications, it often becomes an
obstacle in professional communication—particularly when your audience includes firm principals, urban
stakeholders, admissions committees, or competition juries unfamiliar with niche terminology.

Why Jargon Fails in Portfolios

It obscures meaning and weakens immediate understanding.
It buries the action—observers are left wondering: What did you actually design?
It often prioritizes terminology over impact.

HwnN =

It assumes that the reader has the same disciplinary background, which is rarely the case in
interdisciplinary practice.

URBAN DESIGN LAB



Replace Complexity with Clarity
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Here's an expanded reference table showing how to rephrase commonly used academic jargon into clear,
professional design language suitable for your portfolio narratives:

Academic Jargon

Socio-spatial articulation
Urban morphogenetic process
Participatory urbanism
Performative landscape systems
Multi-scalar analysis
Tactical urban intervention
Polycentric urbanity
Metabolic urban systems
Liminal edge conditions
Spatial syntax integration
Heterotopic spatial environments
Urban palimpsest
Resilient typology
Socio-ecological urbanism
Infrastructural urbanism

Rhizomatic planning logic

URBAN DESIGN LAB

Portfolio-Friendly Alternative

Community-focused layout / Neighborhood spatial strategy

Evolution of urban form / Urban form development

Community-driven design / Co-designed public spaces

Functional green infrastructure / Climate-responsive
landscape

Neighborhood and city-scale planning / Local-to-regional
study

Temporary urban solution / Low-cost public realm
improvement

Multi-nodal urban network / Decentralized urban model

Resource flow systems / Urban water-energy-waste cycle

Transitional urban zones / Edge spaces between functions

Walkability and connectivity analysis / Street network
performance

Layered or hybrid-use urban space

Historical layering / Urban evolution over time

Flexible building type / Adaptable design model

Design that integrates social and ecological needs

Design centered on urban systems (mobility, waste,
energy)

Non-hierarchical growth pattern / Organic urban network

15



04 Visual Formatting that Speaks

Design Your Portfolio Like You Design a Space

In architectural practice, visual composition is a language. The same principles that guide your spatial
layouts—balance, rhythm, hierarchy, and legibility—also apply to portfolio formatting. A visually cohesive
portfolio not only improves readability but also reflects your attention to detail, graphic maturity, and
communication skill.

In this chapter, we explore the essential visual principles that help your portfolio communicate your design
ideas clearly, confidently, and professionally.

1. Layout Grid: Establish Order and Rhythm

A consistent grid system brings order to complexity. Whether you're creating a single-page presentation or a
full portfolio booklet, your layout grid serves as the structural backbone of each spread.

Best Practices:

«  Use 2-3 column layouts with consistent gutters and margins (typically 10-15mm for A3; 7-10mm for A4).
« Alignimages, captions, and diagrams to gridlines—not to each other.

«  Maintain alignment across spreads to ensure visual rhythm.

TURAL
ECTURAL
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\ ECTED
ABDUL RAMIMAN 55
SHINAY

Architecture Portfolio by Abdul shinaj
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2. Typography: Speak Through Style

Typography is often overlooked but profoundly influential. It defines tone, readability, and aesthetic.

Font Guidelines:
Use modern sans-serif fonts for body and titles:

Inter, Futura, Helvetica Neue, Roboto, Avenir

«  Limit to 2 fonts maximum (e.g., one for titles, one for captions)
«  Avoid decorative or default fonts (Comic Sans, Times New Roman, Century Gothic)

Maintain consistent font sizes:

1. Title: 16-20 pt

2. Captions: 8-10 pt

3. Body Text: 10-12 pt

Architecture Portfolio by Mariam Estafanous

URBAN DESIGN LAB
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3. Visual Hierarchy: Guide the Viewer’s Eye

Each portfolio page should function as a mini-narrative—structured around one core idea, supported by complementary
visuals.

Ideal Page Composition:
Element Role

Establishes what the viewer should focus on
The centerpiece of the narrative—usually a section, master plan, or render
Secondary diagrams, photos, or iterations that reinforce the idea

Adds clarity and intent—explain what the viewer is looking at

Each portfolio page should function as a mini-narrative—structured around one core idea, supported by complementary
visuals.

Design Process:
URBAN HETEROTOPIA

Abandoned et o Kans Lo

Architecture Portfolio by Dweep Jain
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4. Consistency Across the Document

Visual consistency creates brand coherence. This includes:

1. Uniform page background (white, off-white, or light grey)
Consistent color palette across diagrams

Fixed page numbering format

Pl SN

Same title/caption alignment across section

Architecture Portfolio by Monika Naskret

URBAN DESIGN LAB
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5. Use of White Space: Let It Breathe

White space is not empty—it’s intentional. It provides visual pause, enhances focus, and prevents fatigue.

Guidelines:

1. Leave sufficient space around text blocks and between visuals

2. Avoid edge-to-edge saturation on every page

3. Prioritize negative space as much as positive content

4. White space = professionalism. Crowded pages signal amateur layout instincts.

Architecture Portfolio by Giulia Tridici

URBAN DESIGN LAB 21
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Tailoring Your Portfolio for Purpose

One Portfolio Doesn’t Fit All—Customize for Maximum Impact

A thesis portfolio is not a static document. Just as a design adapts to its site, your portfolio must adapt to its
audience and purpose. While the core project content remains the same, the way it is framed, prioritized, and
presented should shift depending on your post-graduation trajectory—whether you're applying to a design
firm, pursuing graduate studies, launching a startup, or submitting to an international competition.

This chapter helps you strategically tailor your portfolio to reflect not just your thesis, but your intended path

forward as a designer.

PORTFOLIO ADAPTATION DIMENSIONS:

Tailoring your portfolio allows your work to resonate with different audiences—each seeing what matters

most to them.
Job Portfolio
Emphasis: Buildability, spatial resolution, technical
drawings

Visual Tone: Clean, realistic graphics; detailed
sections and elevations

Layout Strategy: Logical flow - site - form -
construction - experience

Master’s Application

Emphasis: Research depth, theoretical framework,
critical inquiry

Visual Tone: Conceptual overlays, diagrams with
academic references

Layout Strategy: Question - methodology - design
process - reflective analysis

Core

Thesis

Project

Startup/Freelance Pitch

Emphasis: Innovation, problem-solving,
community/user relevance

Visual Tone: Storyboards, infographics,
stakeholder mapping

Layout Strategy: Problem - user impact - modular
system - next steps

Competition Entry

Emphasis: Bold concept, originality, presentation
clarity

Visual Tone: Dramatic visuals, minimal text,
full-bleed renders

Layout Strategy: One visual story per page—site -
concept - wow-factor diagram - impact

URBAN DESIGN LAB
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What to Include (and What Not To)

Curate Like a Designer, Not an Archivist

Your portfolio is not a thesis archive. It is a designed narrative, a visual argument for your capabilities, and a
curated identity as an architect or urban designer. What you choose to show—and just as importantly, what
you choose not to—can determine whether your work is seen, remembered, and shortlisted.

This chapter gives you the gold-standard inclusions for professional portfolios and flags the common traps
students fall into.

J Must-Have Content That Carries Weight
Why It Matters

Element

1-2 Page Concept + Research
Summary

Master/Site Plan with Strategy
Layers

Signature Diagrams

Design Evolution

Hero Sections & Key
Renders

Impact Mapping / Post-Design
Reflection

URBAN DESIGN LAB

Summarizes the problem, design approach, and conceptual framework.
Keep it visual—use diagrams, not dense paragraphs.

Communicates spatial thinking, urban integration, zoning logic, access, and
built-form relationships.

Show how your design works . Prioritize user flow, zoning overlays, mobility
paths, environmental logic, etc.

Select 2-3 key iteration moments that reveal your thought process—not
every sketch, just the turning points.

A crisp sectional perspective or a striking render can carry an entire panel.
One good drawing > 10 mediocre ones.

What changed? How is it better for users, ecology, or context? Include
diagrams or visuals showing real-world benefit.

23



X Avoid These Portfolio Pitfalls
Common Mistake Why to Avoid

Endless Climate Charts / Sun Unless your design actively responds to this, they are filler. Replace with
Paths one annotated diagram showing relevance.

No one reads walls of text. Convert arguments into visual blocks: timelines,
diagrams, captions.

Text-Heavy Pages

Unedited Google Earth Lazy visuals dilute the visual tone. Always annotate, overlay, or stylize your
Screenshots context maps.

SWOT alone is not design. If you must include it, turn it into a graphic that

UG A AL links to your design intent.

Every drawing should answer a question. A strong caption makes a diagram

Uncaptioned Diagrams 10x more effective.

PORTFOLIO PAGE FILTER

Does it tell a design story?

Is it visually resolved?

Does it add something unique?

CN N )
O

|

Rework or remove

24 URBAN DESIGN LAB
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07 Export Settings and Tools

Present Professionally. Deliver Seamlessly.

You've curated your content. You've refined the layout. Now it's time to package your portfolio—cleanly,
efficiently, and in formats suited to your target platforms. A well-crafted portfolio can fall flat if it’s too large to
send, too low-res to print, or formatted for the wrong platform.

This chapter walks you through export specifications, platform-friendly settings, and the best design tools to
prepare your portfolio for print, web, and presentation use.

« PDF Portfolio Export Guidelines

Page Size & Orientation

1. A3 or A4 Landscape recommended for both print and screen viewing.
2. Portrait orientation can be used if the design follows strong vertical narratives (less common).
3. Maintain consistent bleed/margins (typically 5mm minimum for A3 print).

Resolution Standards

1. A3 or A4 Landscape recommended for both print and screen viewing.
2. Portrait orientation can be used if the design follows strong vertical narratives (less common).
3. Maintain consistent bleed/margins (typically 5mm minimum for A3 print).

Purpose Resolution
Digital/Web 150-200 DPI (dots per inch)
Print-Ready PDF 300 DPI minimum
Online Platforms (Behance, Issuu) 150 DPI or vector-based content

URBAN DESIGN LAB 25



File Size Recommendations
1. For Email/Web Uploads:

Keep under 20MB. Use compression tools to reduce without loss of quality.

2. For High-Quality Print Submissions:
Up to 100-150MB acceptable, especially when including high-resolution drawings or renders.

26

Compression Tools to Use

Tool Name

Adobe Acrobat Pro

SmallPDF

Canva Pro Export Settings

Foxit PDF Editor

ILovePDF

PDF24 Tools

WPS PDF (Kingsoft)

ABBYY FineReader PDF

DocuWorks (FujiFilm)

Sejda PDF

PDF Expert (Readdle)

HiPDF

Master PDF Editor

Preview (MacOS built-in)

Primary Use

Professional PDF compression, optimization, and archival
formatting

Fast online compression for under-20MB exports; ideal for
student portfolios

Export as “PDF for Print” or “PDF Standard” with integrated
compression

Lightweight alternative to Adobe; strong compression and
editing features

Browser-based tool for merging, compressing, and
reformatting

Desktop and online compression tool widely used in EU
institutions

Popular in China for integrated editing, signing, and
compression

Russian-developed OCR + compression tool for scanned
sheets and layouts

Used in Japan for official portfolio submissions and
document handling

Online compression and editing tool preferred in EU/UK for
academic use

Clean interface, high-speed compression for Mac/iOS users

Asia-focused tool offering strong web-based compression
and format conversion

Affordable tool in Latin America for portfolio-ready
document exports

Quick, native export tool for basic compression and draft
review on Apple devices

URBAN DESIGN LAB
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Recommended Tools for Portfolio Design

Tool Best For Features

Web-based, version control, live feedback, great for

Figma Collaborative layout & prototyping A M e

Adobe InDesign Print-ready, professional publishing FECDE RS [ Ol

presets
Canva Pro Fast, intuitive layouts for web/social Templates, asset library, quick PDF exports
lllustrator High-detail diagrams, infographics Vector graphics, precision layouting, text-path tools
PortfolioBox / Wix / Webflow Live, scrollable online portfolios No-code portfolio websites with hosting
Ideal for exposure, sharing, and linking in resumes or
Behance / Issuu Showcase platforms

bios

& Figma @ ©issuu
m . . WiX com

F Flg MQA ¢) portfoliobox

Choosing the right tool depends on your workflow preferences, design experience, and intended output
format. If you're building a portfolio for print submission or institutional evaluation, tools like Adobe InDesign
or lllustrator offer superior control over layout precision, typography, and image resolution. For fast, web-
friendly outputs and social media-ready designs, platforms like Canva Pro and Figma offer intuitive drag-and-
drop interfaces, real-time collaboration, and cloud-based storage—making them ideal for student teams and
remote project reviews.

For students aiming to develop a scrollable, live portfolio to be shared in digital interviews or added to
LinkedIn profiles, platforms like PortfolioBox, Wix, or Webflow offer highly customizable templates without
requiring coding knowledge. Finally, if your goal is public visibility or academic referencing, publishing your
portfolio on Behance or Issuu allows for easy access, embedding in resumes, and linking directly to your
application materials.
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From Portfolio to Publication

Your Next Step: UDL Thesis Publication 2025

Your thesis is not the end—it’s a beginning. And now, with your portfolio carefully curated, strategically
tailored, and professionally formatted, it’s time to share your work with the world.

The Urban Design Lab Thesis Publication 2025 offers an exceptional opportunity for architecture, planning,
and urban design graduates to move from documentation to dissemination, and from studio to global stage.

About the UDL Thesis Publication 2025

The Urban Design Lab (UDL) Thesis Publication is an annual international publication that curates and
showcases the most innovative, research-driven, and design-oriented thesis projects from students and
recent graduates across the world. Now in its 2025 edition, the publication continues to spotlight exemplary
academic work in the fields of Architecture, Urban Design, Landscape Architecture, Urban and Regional
Planning.

Each year, UDL brings together a global cohort of emerging designers, offering a platform that elevates their
voices, projects, and ideas. The publication serves both as an academic reference and a professional design
compendium, bridging theory and application through real-world urban solutions.

Projects selected for inclusion are featured in a professionally curated, ISBN-assigned publication,

disseminated both digitally and in print, reaching a wide audience of educators, practitioners, researchers, and
institutions globally.

Publication Themes:

S
URBAN RENEWAL URBAN MANAGEMENT URBAN LANDSCAPES

Conservation, revitalization, and heritage Physical, social, economic and
revival of urban areas.

o e Management of the natural and built Connectivity, linkages, transit and mobility
el men! ban areas. en urban areas.

onment in url within and betwes
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‘ ‘ Call for Submissions

Get your thesis project published ! UDL Thesis Publication 2025 is Calling
for Submissions from Under-graduate and Post-graduate Students.

‘ ‘ Eligibility

You qualify to submit if your thesis, either under-graduate or
post-graduate, is related to the mentioned themes and was submitted
within the past 5 years.

‘ ‘ Publication

The book will publish 40 best thesis, evaluated by the panel of expert
jurors, and will be assigned an ISSN for easy identification and access.

CERTIFICATION

= - B

|} CERTIFICATES OF PARTICIPATION pA PUBLISH IN BOOK WITH ISSN 3. ONLINE THESIS SEMINAR

HONORABLE MENTION

4., HONORABLE MENTIONS L. GLOBAL OUTREACH (S} RECOGNITION OF ACHIEVEMENT
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Let's Explore the avenues of urban environment together!

UDL Thesis
Publication

2025

Curating the best Graduate thesis Project Globally !

Fabiano Lemes
Milan, Italy

Associate Professor in Urbanism at
Politeenico di Milane

Nabil Mohareb
Caire, Egypt

ssistant Professor at The American
University In Cairo

Federico Fauli
London, Uited Kingdom

Architeet - Bjarke Ingels Group &
Tuter at Architectural Association

Giulia Setti
Milan, Lombardy, italy
Assistant Professr at Politecnico
diMilano

CALL FOR ABSTRACT SUBMISSION

‘-q/\a” B

JURY PANEL

‘ ‘ Call for Submissions

Get your thesis project published | UBL Thesis Publication 2024 is Calling for
= Ur Students.

‘ ‘ Eligibility

You qualify to submit if your thesis, either under-graduate or post-graduate, is
rotated to tha mentioned themes & was submitted within the past 5 yoars.

‘ ‘ Publication

The bock will publish 40 best thesis, evaluated by the panel of expert jurors,
an ISBN for easy i

UNIVERSITY CF

LIVERPOOL

Harvard University

Graduate School of Design
EuRAHE IMGELS GROUP Ecole narions & sucereLe 2 awhitacture

 PCLITECNICO . |
i S
EEAY mLANG 1ess THEAMERICEN o B NEW YORK INSTITUTE
e .. OF TECHNOLOGY

Linkedin
@urbandesignlab

Email
editor@urbandesignlab.in

Instagram
@urbandesign.lab
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Evan Shieh
Mew York, United Statesi

Assistant Professor, New York Institute
of Technology, United States

Fatouma Sarah
Paris, France

Architect & Urban Designer,
KCAP

Ibrahim Hegazy
Jiddah, Makkah, Saudi Arabia

Professer of Environmental Planning &
Design - King Abdulaziz University

Beta Paramita
Bandung, West Java,

Associate Professor at Universitas
Pendidikan Indonesia

20/07/25

Registration closes

31/08/25

Results Announcement

13/09/25

Online Thesis Seminar

3112/25

Publication of the book

#N PUBLICATION THEMES IMPORTANT DATES
22 RENEWAL conservation, raitalization, and heritage revival of urban areas.

< LANDSCAPES Management of the natural and built environment in urban areas.
m MANAGEMENT ehysical, social, economic & infrastructure management of urban areas.

o) NETIVERIKS! csnsctons; kikagas s and st i i etiess bien afss

pﬂris-be"evme @ Architectural Association

School of Architecture

archi§” il

@

Youtube

UrbanDesignLab
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UDL THESIS PUBLICATION 2025

o e
@ far tsEa
Scan Here to Register
Submit your thesis project, studio project, or research-based urban design proposal—be part of a global design

publication!
Register: https://urbandesignlab.in/udl-thesis-publication-2025/
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URBAN DESIGN LAB

in) @

LinkedIn Email Instagram

@urbandesignlab editor@urbandesignlab.in @urbandesign.lab




